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among both Germans and its friends abroad. Rather than offer-
ing a constructive and practical pro-Western foreign-policy pro-
gram, it demonstrates, on the one hand, an unwillingness to
make concessions to the security anxieties of peoples who have
suffered at German hands and, on the other, a futile and ob-
structive insistence that European economic integration take a
socialist form.

Those who are pessimistic about the lasting qualities of the
West German center may profit from recalling how long the
French "Third Force" has limped from crisis to crisis. The ex-
treme left and extreme right in Germany are a good deal weaker
than their French counterparts. There is a substantial republi-
can potential in western Germany which may be somewhat
strengthened by an energetic and imaginative Western policy.
Such a policy would have to go far in the direction of recognizing
German aspirations for equality of treatment and for an effec-
tive security system in which the risks of political choices would
take on more acceptable proportions.

All these observations rest on the basic premise of a contin-
ued cold war. Within this framework the maximum expecta-
tions are for the gradual achievement of a somewhat improved
physical security atmosphere in western Europe. If such an im-
provement should take place, and if, in addition, certain initia-
tives now being taken should broaden into a greater western
European community than now obtains, a moderate German
republicanism may achieve a greater measure of economic and
political stability*
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